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to an already thriving, or recently gentrified
area but the reality is far from most modern
cities. As residents began moving out, and
the buildings themselves began deteriorating,
their once golden reputation leading them to
be highly sought after began to change. The
biggest blow came when it was revealed that
several illnesses are caused as a direct result
of asbestos exposure, which the buildings
used in large amounts in order to fireproof
their steel frames. Although serious efforts
were made to fix the asbestos problem, it
was such an integral part of the structure of
the buildings that it could not be
completely removed.
Over the subsequent years, the buildings
have gone through structural damage, partial
evacuations and endless refurbishments and
renovations. Not surprisingly, because of this

Towering high in the Northeastern part of
Glasgow are the council estates known as
the Red Road flats. These eight concrete
giants are the tallest in the entire city and
can be seen from view corridors all the
way into downtown. Completed in the late
1960s, they helped create Glasgow’s skyline
with their brutalist forms and raw concrete
surfaces. These buildings were proposed as
an affordable housing solution to help those
in poverty move out of the slums and into
more adequate living conditions; and were
perceived, at the time, as a way to tackle
Glasgow’s rising housing crisis.

Once they were completed, the Red Road
flats helped form communities and bring
together families from all over Glasgow. Since
they are located quite a distance from the city
centre they were seen as a type of satellite
neighborhood that people were eager to be
a part of. The buildings themselves became
backdrops to a few films and documentaries,
cementing their architectural legacy in
influencing and inspiring artists.
Unfortunately, over the last few decades
the district has become rundown. You might
expect such landmark architecture to add
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“By the mid-1990s refugees and asylum
seekers were being welcomed into the vacant
Red Road flats.”

constant upheaval the estates became even
less appealing due to increasing criminal
activity that naturally arises in unoccupied
spaces. Constant damage has put a strain on
financing the maintenance of the buildings
and they are now being demolished. Many of
the surrounding buildings and establishments
were abandoned due to this neverending
demolition process.
By the mid-1990s refugees and asylum
seekers were being welcomed into the vacant
Red Road flats. Even they didn’t remain for
long. Although they were built to house
nearly 5,000 people, they are now home to
only one man. In mid-2012, Jamal Hamed
moved into a flat in one of the eight blocks.
He managed to escape his homeland Iraq,
where he witnessed the murder of his family,
and moved to the UK on his own. “I’m risking a
lot by living here, it is dangerous, but I’m even
more frightened to leave.” He moved there
just over a year ago, after a terrorist group
threatened his life. He first found refuge at
the Red Road flats.

He began his new life in one of the last
remaining blocks of the Red Road flats. His
standard of living suffered greatly due to the
incredibly different way of life he was forced
to adopt once arriving in Glasgow. His fear
of going back to Iraq is what convinced him
to keep living in what is a less than ideal
environment. As the demolition began
recently, the crew was impatient to carry on
their work but Jamal’s refusal to leave had
become an obstacle in their plans. Jamal
recounts stories of the cold and lonely nights
he had lived through, how scare tactics were
used to try and force him to leave the flat,
“I heard noises late at night, and sometimes
the buzzer was pressed from downstairs at
different times. They did not want me there.”
After countless requests for him to leave by
the housing authorities, the courts decided
to evict him. In the end, he was moved out of
the flat and was relocated to another building,
continuing his displacement.
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